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Outstanding Universal Value

Brief synthesis

The Historical Monuments of Mtskheta are located in the cultural landscape at the confluence of the
Aragvi and Mtkvari Rivers, in Central-Eastern Georgia, some 20km northwest of Thilisi in Mtskheta. The
property consists of the Jvari Monastery, the Svetitstkhoveli Cathedral and the Samtavro Monastery.
Mtskheta was the ancient capital of Kartli, the East Georgian Kingdom from the 3rd century BC to the
5th century AD, and was also the location where Christianity was proclaimed as the official religion of
Georgia in 337. To date, it still remains the headquarters of the Georgian Orthodox and Apostolic
Church.

The favourable natural conditions, its strategic location at the intersection of trade routes, and its close
relations with the Roman Empire, the Persian Empire, Syria, Palestine, and Byzantium, generated and
stimulated the development of Mtskheta and led to the integration of different cultural influences with
local cultural traditions. After the 6th century AD, when the capital was transferred to Tbilisi, Mtskheta
continued to retain its leading role as one of the important cultural and spiritual centres of the country.
The Holy Cross Monastery of Jvari, Svetitskhoveli Cathedral and Samtavro Monastery are key
monuments of medieval Georgia. The present churches include the remains of earlier buildings on the
same sites, as well as the remains of ancient wall paintings. The complex of the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral
in the centre of the town includes the cathedral church, the palace and the gates of the Katolikos
Melchizedek that date from the 11th century, built on the site of earlier churches dating back to the 5th
century. The cruciform cathedral is crowned with a high cupola over the crossing, and there are remains
of important wall paintings in the interior. The rich sculpted decoration of the elevations dates from
various periods over its long history. The small domed church of the Samtavro Monastery was originally
built in the 4th century and has since been subject to various restorations. The main church of the
monastery was built in the early 11th century. It contains the grave of Mirian Ill, the king of Iberia who
established Christianity as official religion in Georgia.

The Historical Monuments of Mtskheta contain archaeological remains of great significance that testify
to the high culture in the art of building, masonry crafts, pottery, as well as metal casting and processing,
and the social, political, and economic evolution of this mountain kingdom for some four millennia. They
also represent associative values with religious figures, such as Saint Nino, whose deeds are
documented by Georgian, Armenian, Greek and Roman historians, and the 6th-century church in Jvari
Monastery remains the most sacred place in Georgia.

Criterion (iii): The historical monuments of Mtskheta bear testimony to the high level of art and culture
of the vanished Kingdom of Georgia, which played an outstanding role in the medieval history of its
region. They express the introduction and diffusion of Christianity to the Caucasian mountain region
and bear testimony of the social, political and economic evolution of the region since the late 3rd
millennium BC.

Criterion (iv): The historic churches of Mtskheta, including Jvari Monastery, Svetitskhoveli Cathedral
and Samtavro Monastery, are outstanding examples of medieval ecclesiastical architecture in the
Caucasus region, and represent different phases of the development of this building typology, ranging
from the 4th to the 18th centuries.

Integrity

The Historical Monuments of Mtskheta is a serial property that includes the Holy Cross Monastery of
Jvari, Svetitskhoveli Cathedral and Samtavro Monastery, all attributes that represent the development
of the building typology from the 4th to the 18th centuries. The components of the property have retained
their material integrity and significant features conveying their Outstanding Universal Value. The impact
of deterioration processes is controlled through ongoing conservation and maintenance programmes.
The monuments form important landmarks within the cultural landscape of the Mtskheta river valley.
The visual qualities of the setting are maintained through legal and administrative measures as part of
the management regime. However, unifying the buffer zone remains a crucial measure to enhance the
protection of the property and to allow a clear understanding of the archaeological and visually sensitive
areas around the property. Potential threats to the setting of the property, derived from development
projects, will also need to be controlled through appropriate land use planning.

Authenticity

There have been a number of reconstructions and restorations at the Jvari Monastery, Svetitskhoveli
Cathedral and Samtavro Monastery. Many of the works carried out in the 19th century were typical for
their time and do not conform to modern conservation standards. Notwithstanding, in terms of materials
and techniques, the architectural ensemble retains a relatively high level of authenticity, while the
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authenticity of the setting and the archaeological sites is significantly high. In addition, Mtskheta has
maintained its role as the spiritual and cultural centre of the country, assumed ever since the
introduction of Christianity in the region.
Protection and management requirements
Based on the respective legal acts of the National Legislation of Georgia enforced in 1940 and 1957,
Mtskheta and its surroundings were granted the status of Archaeological-Architectural Reserve in 1977.
Mtskheta was defined as a town-museum and a plan for its development, which provided for the
preservation of the scale and townscape, was approved in 1973. Since the 1990s, the protection of the
property has been regulated on the basis of the national cultural heritage and spatial planning
legislation.
The system of cultural heritage protection zones was enforced in 2006 and amended in 2012. A
Management Plan has been prepared but there are still challenges in improving the site management
mechanism and the coordination between the different management stakeholders. This would
guarantee more coherent decision-making over the land use in the buffer zone of the property and
prevent inappropriate interventions in the landscape setting of the property. The implementation of
Urban Land-Use Master Plans, which include zoning regulations to establish no construction zones and
limit development in relation to the attributes of the property and specific landscape setting, with
associated important views and connection lines, will be crucial for sustaining the conditions of integrity
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dmbobangdol  3mgdbol® - §999s3900L  (bodoMmggrml  LsdmEodwarm

933™MIIBIWNOH0  FoOMETIPOEIOIE0 93 qLOSLMSD  gPms), vy  LmGMgo
39305HOIJO 33565305 JMHOLEBHObE Imddg 93gLogdOL dmbobmergdols 3mgdlb s

505 yzgms Lbgs dggemol dmbsbwyengdsls, Gmdgelsg obgosg g3t goblabwg®meo
Lodwdom bosmgdo s §gbgdo?!

dzbgmol GHMOOLEO 2ob30msM9d0L 3mb3gBE05d0 50bIbMos MMA LsFoMms 4 s 5
350133530560 LOLEGHMIOMYOOL QoBgbos, Gog B3gbol MBs Mfdgboo dommgdgwos.
d3bgms 0530l 3M3MWsMMIL XJO 300093 9956(BRM69dMwo oLEGHMMOMWO JoM9dmmo
06560BMBgdL.  4-5 35ML33ws30060  LELEGHWIOMIOIOLMZOL  5Y(309wGOYE0s  OLYMO
30693900l 5305YMB0wgds, MHMIgwoi 9600369 mzeb  dsbowE  FdgbgdEMdLL
3olbIMdL s Ibgmol  goMgdmlb  IFMOOMGISL  45dmof)3g3L. Modol  mgz0L
dodsmmnegdom, Ibgool bods Mbs ogmlb dswsero bghgzobol gsd3gdo dzocg
»0G03MM0% LobiGmdMmgdo, HmIwgdog 3830 s 06EH0TNO 2o0Mgdml TgbmszsBgdL
300@MmOL - dMALobMMHgMdoL  Fo®owo  LEHbsIOEGH0 s sbggg LsdmsEm s
Q905309 XJ3H0560 bEHIOGOOLIMZOL - Lomxsbm LoliEGwdMMgdo, Mmool bsdobbol
31939 Mb6s A9FMLFMMYEIL. Lobmysm, I3bgmol GIMHoLEMEo Jgbodwgdemdgdo
MBS BM3MLOMOIL PVOIMO bgMH30LYdOL 453900l 93bMB0 3O LogddosbmdsBY, 30609
LodbOGZOM  5OBHIEGOLS S LEbgEMUbMYdbY, 3583990Dg, o MOl 3OHML3GOML
foabol Bo@sBools 3953990%g, MHMIgeoi d99mddggdom gocmgdml 94dbol (Mmembss
Bo3wgdo@ Mbs 0ymb ,,30¢B0 ). Igbgmolmzol GMMoLEWo aBIBEYsOOL 33560930l
39hgbs (LogoBrmM3gEml 1b35solb3s B0TsMIMMEgd0M LoEMIBL3MOEHM bsbgdo) dolo
MBsb©o MOHBB0Do300l OO BogMmbol 3983339 0s.



956565 39039589300,
LogdoMm39wmL 3MEEvOH Yo 899303000M)MO0L I330L JOHM3bIE0 oo gbE™
39992905605 ML 4EPolBIMBL S3EBHMOMS X3MRB0 ,d3bgmol dmbgdMH03-39WEHMOMEO
w5sbdoxEOL  0bLEHOGHWE0Mbo0BYds“-F0?  5Tobmsb, a35d3L Fg30mbgs, MHMYMO3
039390905,  d90LEOWMgdgo, dob  dogh  FoMdmygbowo  0lE).39WE).993d0L
d9L50530L5, bbIIOS 3G 99330MJMIOL I330L DBMASO HTFSZ0
bmbgdol 3mGM9dGHoMgdIo 3Mmgd@ol yzgws 8oybgdst, Gmdgwon 2017- 2018 §f
960369y LosagbG™MAB IMsdBos, LELMZgE0s MM LYdFML (930M9dds3 o0fymb
d9L50530L0 AR JEMdS 53 Ls3oMbBY DBMbgdOL FoIbg30Ls /96 TG IO3gOOL
doBbom, M3 393009000 F9mAlvddgdlL Loddgl dgalMvIEgdgen 30335605l d9dga0
93930l ©og9doMgo0oLsL.
@5 ¥, OMymOE Indsgzow 9Eed3Hg ©oLsd3s39d9wo  Lszombo, s 53 9BEs3bY
396L5BE3MME0 LoFoMmmgds Mbs 0yml §odmfgmeo, Jowsdol bgoobbgs 9393
bmbgddo 9.0.  Loddgbgderm  go0Ers0bgdol  [glgdol  gdmdsggds, OMIGE0E
39bLOBEZe3L  bbgoslbgs stgoemdo sbogr 389690 Mdgd0lL  JmEEmdsl, GG,
509403 9d GO 13930803530, MMYMOE 53sL 2018 fiewols ©93980MHOL 0wbaligm-
03m3mboL  bo3MBLMEESE0M BoLoOL S6YIMOToMss dmmbmgbowro.



