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Mr. David Songulashvili, Minister of Environmental Protection and Agriculture, to-
gether with the Prime Minister Mr. Irakli Kobakhidze and Parliament Speaker Mr. 
Shalva Papuashvili, visited the “Kachreti Winemaking” enterprise.

-
LEON’’ in Georgia.

alongside Prime Minister Mr. Irakli Kobakhidze, Speaker of Parliament, Mr. Shalva 
Papuashvili, and Members of the Government and Parliament, attended the event.

of state-supported wine production, a key export sector. Mr. Songulashvili empha-

-

the result of a strong relationship and friendship between France and Georgia. As you 
know, the history of cognac in Georgia dates back to the 19th century. In 1888, Davit 

foundation for cognac’s history in Georgia; later, the tradition extended to Armenia 

in partnership, in the country, and in the growth of the national economy.

Georgia is practically a peaceful island in the region, and it is precisely this 
fact that facilitates important decisions such as launching cognac production 
outside of France. Of course, this is your achievement, Mr. Prime Minister, 
and I would like to sincerely thank you for this. Peace provides opportunities 
for investors to enter Georgia, and decisions that were practically impossible 
for businesses until now have become achievable today. I would like to thank 
the Karichashvili family and the Kachreti winery for this important project. 
Today’s event is a powerful example of what peace brings to a country - stable 
economic growth and an investment climate that ‘Georgian Dream’ is foster-
ing in this country,” said Mr. David Songulashvili.

promise: quality and labor will be increasingly valued.
Today, wine stands among the country’s leading export products. We have made de-
liberate and consistent progress toward this goal. During our administration, the area 
under vineyards has expanded severalfold.

are expected to grow even further with the full implementation of support programs.
We are gathered in the heart of Georgian viticulture and winemaking - in Kakheti, in 

deeply devoted to Georgian vines and wine, which is why they named their winery 
VINE ERA - an era of wine, a new epoch, a chapter for Georgian winemaking.

supported by targeted government programs. Our aim is to make the Ministry’s and 

needs of farmers and vintners.
Everyone can now clearly see how the state is adapting to the evolving demands and 

now have a better understanding of public demand - and we are responding more 
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products. And what will the outcome be? We will see better vineyards, higher-quality 
grapes, and premium wines that proudly earn their place on the shelves of Europe and 
other international markets.

Songulashvili, paid a working visit to the Mtskheta-Mtianeti region.
“Regular engagement in the regions is a crucial component of our work,” stated Min-

essential to understand the challenges they face, gather all relevant information, and 
implement practical, timely solutions to support and advance the sector.”

regional agencies is already underway. Infrastructure upgrades are being carried out to 
ensure employees operate in a supportive and functional environment, equipping them to 
better meet both sectoral demands and the needs of the communities they serve.
“Agriculture is a vital pillar of our national economy, while environmental protec-

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze for his 
initiative and for placing full trust in us to prepare and implement these reforms in 
such a short time. Our promise remains: quality and labor will be valued even more,” 
stated Mr. David Songulashvili.

-
istry’s structural units in Mtskheta-Mtianeti.

-
vironmental Supervision Department. Minister Songulashvili highlighted the impor-

regional operations.
In addition, the Minister visited several local businesses, including the peach orchard 
operated by LTD “Kanda Agriculture,” the fruit processing company “Caucasus Or-
ganic Fruits,” and the bakery and pastry enterprise “Food Alliance.”



Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia

3

SEPTEMBER 2025

https://mepa.gov.ge/En/News/Details/24111

https://mepa.gov.ge/En/News/Details/24112

-
duced two new Deputies of the Minister: Mr. Lasha Avaliani and Mr. Zurab Ezugbaia, to the 

vision will further strengthen and energize the Ministry’s activities.

During the meeting, the parties discussed the summary report of the study “Reducing Plastic 
Pollution in the Black Sea of Georgia”, conducted within the World Bank’s “Blueing the Black 
Sea” (BBSEA) program.

plastic pollution; assessment of technologies for removing plastic waste from rivers; evalua-
tion of state policies, investment priorities, and institutional capacities related to plastics; and 
assessment of microplastic pollution levels in the Black Sea.

pollution. 

Mr. Lasha Avaliani holds a Doctorate in Parasitology and graduated from the Faculty of Vet-
erinary Medicine at the Agricultural University of Georgia. Mr. Avaliani brings extensive 
experience from the public, private, and international sectors. From 2015 to 2019, he headed 
the Veterinary Department at the National Food Agency under the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Agriculture. Later, he served as Deputy Chief of Party in the USDA-funded 
project “Investing in Safe and Quality Livestock.” Mr. Avaliani will assume his new role as 
Deputy Minister on September 22, 2025.

Mr. Zurab Ezugbaia graduated from the Faculty of Law at Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi 
State University and has long-standing experience in both the public and private sec-
tors. He has worked at the State Chancellery of Georgia, the Parliament of Georgia, 
the Georgian State Electrosystem, and the Oil and Gas Corporation. He also held 
various senior positions at the Ministry of Justice, including serving as Deputy Min-
ister of Justice from 2001 to 2003. Mr. Ezugbaia began his duties as Deputy Minister 
on September 3, 2025.

Waste Management Strategy of Georgia 2016–2030” and the “Circularity Roadmap 2024.”

action is essential. In the near future, we will begin consultations with the private sector to 

eliminating-the problem in the shortest possible timeframe,” said Mr. David Songulashvili.

Mrs. Rolande Pryce expressed full support for the Minister, while emphasizing that the Gov-
ernment has clearly committed to managing Black Sea pollution, which is a commendable 
and welcome step.

“To assess the scale of the challenges and the problem, we worked jointly on an analytical doc-

It is worth mentioning that the World Bank’s “Blueing the Black Sea” (BBSEA) program aims 
to support the creation of a shared regional framework for sustainable management of the 

enhancing regional cooperation and capacity building.

Moldova, Romania, Türkiye, and Ukraine, and with the active involvement of the Black Sea Com-
mission (BSC), the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), the Common 
Maritime Agenda (CMA) for the Black Sea, and the European Commission (EC).

the meeting. 
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As part of the World Bank’s “Bluing the Black Sea” (BBSEA) program, an informa-
tional meeting was held in Batumi through the partnership between Ministry of En-
vironmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia and the Regional Environmental 

pollution in the Black Sea and strategies for its reduction.

-
sion also aimed to share knowledge, identify municipal priorities and challenges, and 
outline plans for the future.
In his opening remarks, Mr. Solomon Pavliashvili, Deputy Minister of Environmental 
Protection and Agriculture, expressed his gratitude to the World Bank for its support 

-
lashvili, visited the Kakheti region to observe the ongoing grape harvest process.

-
age of the grape harvest. He also expressed hope that this year’s crop will be successful 
and Georgian wine will gain stronger international export positions.
A meeting held at the Harvest Coordination Headquarters in Gurjaani was attended 
by the Chairman of the National Wine Agency, Mr. Levan Mekhuzla; the State Repre-
sentative in the Kakheti region, Mr. Giorgi Aladashvili; Members of Parliament; and 
Mayors of Kakheti municipalities.
Mr. Mekhuzla provided participants with up-to-date information on the volume of 
grapes processed, including the logistics of harvest collection.  

plastic waste management in the country.
-

high. We are ready to initiate discussions with the private sector to reduce plastic 

environment from plastic waste and promote recycling — a key element of Geor-
gia’s National Waste Management Plan and Circular Economy Strategy,” said Mr. 
Pavliashvili.
Mr. Klaus Sattler, Environmental Specialist at the World Bank, commended the Gov-
ernment of Georgia for its clear and proactive stance on the issue, calling it essential 
for reducing plastic pollution in the Black Sea.
“Protecting the Black Sea is a priority for Georgia. Meetings like this enable govern-
ments, international partners, and municipalities to develop actionable joint steps to 

of Agriculture of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara.

“hotspots” across Georgia, as well as trends and dynamics in waste-related contam-
ination.

non-governmental sector, international and local experts, and other stakeholders.

Approximately 300 wine companies are registered at the Coordination Headquarters. 

For any information related to the harvest, citizens can contact the Ministry of Envi-
ronmental Protection and Agriculture hotline at 1501 or the Harvest Coordination 
Headquarters at 0322 193 283.
According to a decision by the Government of Georgia, this year, surplus grapes will 

-
ated prices based on quality:

Saperavi variety grapes grown in the Kakheti region – GEL 1.50 per kg.

Other permitted wine grape varieties – GEL 1.20 per kg.

Non-standard, damaged, or diseased grapes – GEL 1.00 per kg.

harvest process in the Kakheti region.
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Mrs. Nino Tandilashvili, the First Deputy Minister of Environmental Protection and 
Agriculture, held a working meeting with the Deputies of the Minister, Mr. Solomon 
Pavliashvili, Mr. Kakha Kakabadze, and Mr. Zurab Ezugbaia, including the Heads of 
the relevant Agencies and Departments of the Ministry.
During the meeting, the parties discussed the regulation of plastics intended for 
contact with food. Special attention was given to reviewing the results of the proj-

During the bilateral meeting, the discussion focused on strengthening agricultural cooper-

Minister Songulashvili expressed his appreciation to the Israeli delegation, highlighting the 
longstanding and productive agricultural partnership between the two nations.

-
-
-

orandum will underpin future cooperation between our countries,” said Mr. David 
Songulashvili.

-
ports and imports. As mentioned, Georgia can become competitive in the Israeli 
market with products such as wine, honey, and dried fruits, while imports of modern 

ect implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), titled 
“Transitioning from Single-Use Plastics to Environmentally and Financially Viable 

plastics on human health and living organisms.

regulate the use of plastics in food products and replace them with alternatives that 
are safe for human health and the environment,” stated Mrs. Nino Tandilashvili.

It is worth mentioning that with active involvement and support from the state, the 
World Bank presented a report titled “Reducing Marine Plastic Pollution in Georgia” 
as part of the Black Sea Blueing (BBSEA) program.

assessment of technologies for removing plastic waste from rivers, evaluation of state 
policies, investment priorities, and institutional capacities related to plastics, and as-
sessment of microplastic pollution in the Black Sea.
Active collaboration with the business sector is planned to facilitate the regulation of 
plastic materials that come into contact with food.

agro-technologies and irrigation systems from Israel to Georgia are expected to in-

contribute to economic development and expand opportunities for businesses and 
farmers in both countries.

-
ister and the entire Ministry team. We plan to establish a group that will focus on 
further developing relations between Georgia and Israel, aiming to advance to the 
next level. We are very optimistic and recognize that there is still much to learn from 
each other,” said Mr. Avi Dichter, Minister of Agriculture and Food Security of Israel.

Dolidze, Mr.Kakha Kakabadze, Mr. Zurab Ezugbaia, Heads of Agencies under the 
Ministry, Israel’s newly appointed Ambassador to Georgia, Mr. Walid Abu-Haya, and 
representatives of the Georgia-Israel Chamber of Commerce, attended the meeting.
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introduced the delegation to the country’s progress in adopting hydroponic technol-
ogy. Established in 2023 with the support of the Israeli Embassy, the greenhouse has 
already become an important hub for training farmers and students.
“We focus on deepening international cooperation and sharing experience to provide 
farmers with current knowledge and increase competitiveness. Trainings in hydro-
ponic greenhouses allow farmers and students to learn innovative technologies and 

emphasized that the Center is actively working on the introduction of hydroponic 
-

base hosts sessions aimed at promoting innovative methods and sharing practical 
knowledge,” he noted.

Mr. David Songulashvili, Minister of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of 
Georgia, visited a modern almond orchard of the company ‘’Farmway Technologies 
In’’ in Bodbe, Kakheti region.

in the modernization of Georgia’s agricultural sector, which is crucial for the coun-
try’s sustainable development.
“Nut crops are one of the priority directions in agriculture and hold substantial ex-
port potential. We visited a 220-hectare almond orchard established through private 
investment. It is important to emphasize that state support played a decisive role 

presented the activities of LLC DS Fish Group, a state-supported aquaculture en-

species annually, provides employment for more than 100 people, and supplies both 

and restaurants.
-

ies and aquaculture. Our state programs support the entire production chain in this 
sector, ensuring both sustainability and competitiveness,” Mr. Dolidze underlined.

Development Agency, Israel’s newly appointed Ambassador to Georgia, Mr. Walid 
Abu Haia, and representatives of the Georgia-Israel Chamber of Commerce.

environment in agriculture, which greatly contributes to strengthening the national 
economy and developing the agro-sector according to modern standards,” stated Mr. 
David Songulashvili.
‘’Farmway Technologies Inc.’’ has already invested USD 20 million in Georgia, and 
the next phase plans to increase investments up to USD 100 million. Currently, al-
mond orchards cover 220 hectares in the municipalities of Signagi and Dedoplists-
karo. Under new projects, the area of almond orchards will expand to 500 hectares. 
Additionally, the company plans to establish an almond processing plant (producing 
almond milk powder, oil, and extracts), as well as develop cold storage facilities and 

Development Agency.
-

tural farms in several countries worldwide—including the USA, India, Vietnam, and 

modern technologies, such as Web3, Blockchain, AI, tokenization, and other inno-
vative approaches.
Mr. Giorgi Aladashvili, State Representative of the Kakheti region, members of the 
Parliament of Georgia, Mayors of local municipalities, Heads of the Agricultural De-
velopment Agency, and investors of ‘’Farmway Technologies Inc. ‘’ from Italy, France, 
and India, accompanied the Minister.
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-
ronmental Protection and Agriculture, Mr. David Songulashvili, hosted members of 
the diplomatic corps accredited in Georgia at the “Diplomatic Harvest” event.

diplomats participated in grape picking and joined in the grape-crushing process at 

event featured a Georgian wine tasting and culinary masterclasses.

“Kakheti is currently in the midst of the harvest season, which is one of the most dis-

but also the ancient tradition that dates back 8,000 years - a tradition that is not 
simply about gathering crops, but a vital part of Georgian culture and identity,” said 
Mr. David Songulashvili.

Aladashvili, and the Chairman of the National Wine Agency, Mr. Levan Mekhuzla.
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-
lashvili, hosted the newly appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Hungary to Georgia, Mrs. Petra Ponevác-Pana.

During the meeting, the parties discussed bilateral relations and opportunities to deepen 
cooperation.
Mr. David Songulashvili thanked Mrs. Anna Maria Sikó, the former Ambassador of Hun-
gary, for her role in strengthening the Georgia-Hungary partnership. He also stressed the 
importance of continuing this collaboration.

we closely cooperate with Hungary’s Ministries of Agriculture and Energy. We recently 

tourism, and investment between our countries. We can also collaborate more in the ag-
ricultural sector. Additionally, we expect the arrival of experts who will assist us in the EU 

-
ation Agreement,” said Mr. David Songulashvili.
It is noteworthy that in 2025, the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Geor-
gia signed two Memorandums of Understanding with Hungary’s Ministries of Agriculture and 

cooperation between the two countries in agriculture and environmental protection.

During a working meeting hosted by the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agri-
culture of Georgia, participants discussed issues regarding the development of a sustainable 
sludge management strategy in the country.

aims to develop legislation, regulations, and supporting guidelines for sludge management 

-
-

sizing the importance of the issue related to sludge management.

“According to the 2023 Communication on EU Enlargement Policy, published by the Eu-
ropean Commission, one of the key recommendations for Georgia, as a candidate country, 
is the regulation of sewage sludge resulting from wastewater treatment. At the same time, 

are many challenges, I believe that with the active involvement of the Government, inter-

framework in the form of a technical regulation,”  stated Mr. Solomon Pavliashvili.
During the presentation, an assessment of the current state of sludge management in Geor-
gia was presented, based on examples from Gardabani, Ureki, Zugdidi, Abastumani, Kob-
uleti, Adlia (Batumi), Anaklia, Tskaltubo, and Telavi.
It is worth mentioning that currently, there are no proper sludge management measures in 
Georgia, except for storing sludge on the premises of wastewater treatment plants, which 

process will require strengthening laboratory capacities in Georgia to establish a solid foun-
dation for the safe reuse of sludge and support for comprehensive monitoring.

is being implemented by experienced Italian engineering companies IDROSTUDI SRL, 
E.T.C. ENGINEERING S.R.L., and the Georgian company GERGILI LLC.

-
ers attended the meeting.

SEPTEMBER 2025
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Nino Tandilashvili, along with Deputies of the Minister, Mr.  Solomon Pavliashvili and Mr. 
Zurab Ezugbaia, hosted the representatives of the business sector, including hypermarket 
chains and the hospitality industry.

plastic items intended for direct food contact - one that strikes a balance between health 
protection, environmental concerns, and economic interests.

regulation of single-use plastics that come into direct contact with food. I would emphasize 

goal of these meetings and discussions is to ensure that any regulations adopted by the 
state - aimed at improving food safety and environmental standards - are both realisti-

Nino Tandilashvili, and the Chairman of the Agency of Protected Areas, Mr. Besik Amira-
nashvili, visited the Sabaduri and Zedazeni sections of Tbilisi National Park, inspected the 
ongoing construction works, and received detailed updates on the progress of the recre-
ational and ecotourism projects in the area.

-
ture projects across various protected areas. Currently, large-scale tourist and recreational 

cally enforceable and implemented within reasonable timeframes. I believe that through 

the sustainable development of the private sector,” said First Deputy Minister, Mrs. Nino 
Tandilashvili.
Notably, excessive plastic consumption remains one of the most pressing environmental 
challenges today. According to research conducted in Georgia, the country annually con-
sumes approximately 612.5 million units of single-use plastic items, such as cups, lids, food 

to 5.9 thousand tonnes of plastic waste per year.

heads of relevant departments and representatives of the Ministry, attended the meeting.

and diverse travel experience,” said Mrs. Nino Tandilashvili.
Two major projects in Tbilisi National Park are nearing completion, focusing on developing 
tourist infrastructure in the Sabaduri and Zedazeni areas.

Parking facilities. Children’s entertainment and educational zones. A network of hiking 
trails stretching 55 kilometers, equipped with supporting infrastructure. In the Zedazeni 
area, in cooperation with the Municipal Development Fund under the Ministry of Infra-
structure, the following facilities will be developed: A visitor center. Hiking trails. Picnic 

projects amounts to approximately GEL 13 million.


